
SPECIAL FEATURE:
We have secured the services of Dean Malissa of Philadelphia, the nation’s leading portrayer of George Washington, who
will be the guest of honor at fund raising Colonial dinners on Friday and Saturday evenings in the 1786 Isaac Paris House,
a Colonial Trading Post and the oldest structure in Fort Plain.  He will also be putting on interactive programs, and will be

reenacting General Washington’s arrival at Fort Plain in late July 1783.  Don’t miss this once in a lifetime event!
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Who Served at Fort Plain?

DIRECTIONS
The Fort Plain Museum is located on Route 5S (Canal Street in vil-
lage) on the western edge of the village of Fort Plain, NY.

FROM THE EAST
I-90 New York State Thruway to Exit 29 (Canajoharie) Follow Rt. 5S 3
miles to village of Fort Plain and then through village to west side

FROM THE WEST
I-90 New York State Thruway to Exit 29A (Little Falls) Follow Rt. 5S to
village of Fort Plain, on right as soon as you enter village.

FROM THE SOUTH
Rt. 80 to first light in village, left onto Rt. 5S and proceed to museum.

EVENT CONTACT INFORMATION

Fort Plain Museum, PO Box 324, 389 Canal Street, Fort Plain, NY 13339  •  518-993-2527

Preliminary Event Info
~ Powder and Extra Insurance Provided ~
Powder given to Unit Leaders upon Sunday departure.
It is Recommended that Units have Insurance as well.

Registration and Set-up begins Friday afternoon.
Complimentary cookout at 7pm Friday.

Coffee & donuts provided Saturday and Sunday mornings.

Units will be asked to have participants in some 
programs beyond the re-enactments.

Morning Worship Service provided on Sunday.

All re-enactors will receive Commemorative Awards.

More details to follow as plans are firmed.

Fort Plain was built during the winter of 1778 in response to the Cherry Valley massacre the previous fall. The fort was the stag-
ing area for 4 Revolutionary War battles in the greater Mohawk Valley area. In 1781 it became the headquarters of Colonel Marinus
Willett who had been given command of all upstate New York forces from 1781 to the end of the war in 1783. The fort and sur-
rounding fort hill terrain housed both local Militia and Continental Troops. 

On August 2, 1780, Joseph Brant attacked the surrounding settlements with a force of 600. Women and children took up the
defense of the fort until relief arrived from the 2nd Albany Militia and the fort was saved. Our annual “Holding Down the Fort”
event is a celebration of that victory, with this year’s main event day being its actual 228th Anniversary.

Join fellow Reenactors from all over the Northeast for “Holding Down the Fort” 2008. The Fort Plain Museum offers a premier
reenacting experience like no other.  60+ partially wooded acres are available for camping, battle reenactments, and making the
most of the living history experience. Troops can drill on the actual ground where Militia and Continental Soldiers alike worked,
trained and lived from 1780 to 1783.

Facilities & Grounds
The Fort Plain Museum is comprised of over 60 acres 
currently in the early stages of a preservation program.
The Fort Hill consists of:

• Site of Fort Plain
• Site of the exterior blockhouse
• Site of the 15th century Iroquois Longhouse
• Remains of original trench works
• Original spring fed water supply of Fort Plain

The Museum Area consists of:
• 1848 David Lipe House
• 1770 reconstructed Johannes Lipe House
• Remains of early Palatine Home ca. 1740
• Original Otsquago Military Road and Bridge site
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• Tryon County Militia, 4 Regiments
• Albany County Militia, 17 Regiments
• Col William Malcolm’s Levies
• Col Morris Grahams' Levies
• Col Louis Dubois’ Levies

• Col John Harper’s Levies
• Col Louis Cook’s Oneida Indian Scouts
• 4th NY Regiment
• 2nd NY Regiment
• Marinus Willett’s Levies

• Col John Brown’s Berkshire MA Levies
• 2nd New Hampshire Regiment
• 1st Rhode Island Regiment
• Captain Moody’s Artillery Co.
• 10th Massachusetts, Spring 1782
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